Week 3: Sensation and Perception: Monocular Cues Photo Analysis
OVERVIEW:  
Our ability to perceive depth comes from three types of cues: oculomotor cues, binocular cues, and monocular cues.  In Chapter 4.2’s Vision section, we learn that the eye and the visual cortex work together to sense and interpret visual stimuli in the environment, processing colors, shapes, and depth through different monocular cues, which help us understand and navigate the world around us. 
Monocular cues are depth cues that can be perceived using just one eye, and they are essential for understanding how we interpret the three-dimensional world through a two-dimensional perspective, such as in photographs. By identifying and explaining these cues in a photo of your choice, you will have a better understanding of how our brain constructs depth from visual information. 
· Monocular Cues Covered in Reading 
· Relative Height - Objects that appear smaller are perceived as farther away. 
· Relative Size - Assuming that the objects in a scene are of similar size, smaller objects are perceived as farther away. 
· Linear Perspective - Parallel lines that converge as they recede into the distance indicate depth. 
· Light and Shadow - The way light falls on objects can give clues about their position in space. 
· Interposition - Objects that overlap others are perceived as being closer. 
· Aerial Perspective - Objects that appear hazy are perceived as being farther away. 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
· Select a Photo and Attach/Upload the Photo: Choose one photo that illustrates at least three different monocular cues to depth perception, as discussed in 4.2 Vision. Attach or embed the photo in your submission along with your written analysis. (Note: for this assignment, please choose just one photo that illustrates all three cues.) 
· Choose an image that you personally took. If you do not have any personal photos available, you may use an image from the internet; however, you must provide the website source. Photos from websites that simply illustrate, define, or describe the monocular cues or explain the images will not be accepted.
· Use the template to complete this assignment.
· Analyze the Photo: In a short-written analysis, describe how three monocular cues are represented in that individual photo. Follow the provided template and record the following for each cue:
· Identify the cue: In one complete sentence, clearly state which monocular cue you are discussing. 
· Description (5-7 sentences for each monocular cue): Describe how this monocular depth cue appears in the photograph by noting:
· How each object is arranged
· How size, texture, or clarity differ for each object
· How color or saturation changes for each object from foreground to background
· Any shadows, lighting, or haze affecting each object that help indicate space
· Explain how these elements work together to create the sense of depth.
· Reflection Question (3-5 sentences): How does understanding monocular depth cues improve the way you interpret visual information in your current/ future career or personal interests that you introduced in the Week 1 Discussion?
· Can you describe specific examples from your field of study or career goals where this knowledge might help you make better decisions or enhance your effectiveness in real-life situations?
· How might this understanding also influence your personal experiences outside of work or school?

RESOURCES: 
Refer to these resources to better assist you as you begin your assignment. 
Formatting Requirements:  
· Record your answers directly on the template provided  
· Use Times New Roman 12pt font   
· 18 Sentences MINIMUM (feel free to write more)   
· Use proper spelling, grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, quotation marks (if applicable), etc.   
· Consult the assignment rubric as a guide (it will tell you how exactly how the instructor will grade your work)   
Refer to the Monocular Cues – Writing Guide for additional guidance and an example.
Once your response is completed, make sure to upload your document as a Word or PDF file and submit your completed response through Canvas. 



Rubric
Monocular Depth Cues Analysis Rubric (1)
	Monocular Depth Cues Analysis Rubric (1)

	Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Photo Selection & Attachment
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Clear, high-quality photo is attached and effectively demonstrates depth cues.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Photo is attached and demonstrates depth cues adequately.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Photo is attached but lacks clarity or sufficient depth cues.
1 pts Needs Improvement Photo is attached, but it does not demonstrate depth cues well.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No photo is attached.
	5 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Cue #1 Identification & Explanation
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Cue is accurately identified, with a clear and specific description of how it appears in the photo. Response meets the sentence requirement, showing both detail and depth of understanding.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Cue is identified and explained reasonably well, but description may lack detail or specificity. Explanation may be brief or only partially address how the cue contributes to depth, falling short of the sentence requirement.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Cue is identified but description is vague or general. Little detail about its appearance in the photo or how it supports depth. Response is underdeveloped.
1 pts Needs Improvement Cue is incorrectly identified, or explanation is missing or very unclear.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No cue identified or explanation given.
	5 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Cue #2 Identification & Explanation
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Cue is accurately identified, with a clear and specific description of how it appears in the photo. Response meets the sentence requirement, showing both detail and depth of understanding.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Cue is identified and explained reasonably well, but description may lack detail or specificity. Explanation may be brief or only partially address how the cue contributes to depth, falling short of the sentence requirement.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Cue is identified but description is vague or general. Little detail about its appearance in the photo or how it supports depth. Response is underdeveloped.
1 pts Needs Improvement Cue is incorrectly identified, or explanation is missing or very unclear.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No cue identified or explanation given.
	5 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Cue #3 Identification & Explanation
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Cue is accurately identified, with a clear and specific description of how it appears in the photo. Response meets the sentence requirement, showing both detail and depth of understanding.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Cue is identified and explained reasonably well, but description may lack detail or specificity. Explanation may be brief or only partially address how the cue contributes to depth, falling short of the sentence requirement.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Cue is identified but description is vague or general. Little detail about its appearance in the photo or how it supports depth. Response is underdeveloped.
1 pts Needs Improvement Cue is incorrectly identified, or explanation is missing or very unclear.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No cue identified or explanation given.
	5 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Reflection Questio
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Clearly connects monocular depth cues to both career/personal goals. Includes specific real-life examples showing how this knowledge improves decision-making or effectiveness. Meets 3–5 sentence requirement.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Makes a general connection to career or personal interests with at least one relevant example. Some psychological insight. Response does not meet the sentence requirement.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Vague or limited connection to real-life use. Few or unclear examples. Minimal psychological relevance. Reflection response is underdevelopment.
1 pts Needs Improvement No clear connection to career or personal context. Missing detail, examples, or psychological relevance. Response does not meet developmental expectations.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No response provided.
	5 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning Outcome Mechanics:
Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling
	5 to >3.0 pts Advanced Writing is clear, well-organized, and free of grammar or spelling errors. Ideas are easy to follow.
3 to >2.0 pts Proficient Writing is mostly clear and organized, with minimal grammar or spelling errors.
2 to >1.0 pts Developing Writing is somewhat unclear or disorganized, with multiple grammar or spelling errors.
1 pts Needs Improvement Writing is very unclear, disorganized, or contains frequent grammar and spelling errors.
1 to >0 pts Not Present No response provided or extremely unclear.
	5 pts


Total Points: 30


